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French Youth Parliament for
Water Comments
EESC’s Opinion ahead of the 2026 UN Water Conference
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The French Youth Parliament for Water
The French Youth Parliament for Water (PFJE) is an initiative led by the Jeunesse
pour l’Eau association. It brings together 30 young people aged 18 to 27 from across
France, representing a wide range of backgrounds and perspectives.

The PFJE aims to ensure that young people’s voices are heard in water governance at all levels.
It promotes democratic, inclusive and territorially representative participation across France’s
river basins, through dialogue, awareness-raising and co-creation.

By fostering stronger links between young people, elected representatives and water experts,
the PFJE contributes to a more equitable, sustainable and participatory approach to water
management.

Our Recommendations
The French Youth Parliament would like to thank the EESC for consistently providing a platform
for youth representatives to present their point of view, as it is not yet integrated throughout
the entire policy-making process in EU or international processes.

Overall we believe the EESC has provided a satisfactory opinion, but we would like to see
concrete implementation and a call for continued ambition better reflected during the 2026
UN Water Conference.

We have two mains comments concerning water can be mainstreamed across all sectors and
how water efficiency improvements should be complimented by water sobriety.



FRENCH YOUTH PARLIAMENT FOR WATER  ·  COMMENTS ON THE EESC OPINION 03

1) Mainstreaming water across all sectors
We strongly support an integrated approach linking water, energy, food systems but also
biodiversity, together with the establishment of a systematic “water test” to assess the
coherence of policies with the objective of achieving sustainable water management.

However implementation should be the focus here. In practice, it is easier said than done and
we would like to suggest a proper assessment of the existing best practices and available
tools, including digital tools, that can be used to ease the mainstreaming of water across all
sectors and streamline the coherence evaluation of policies to build a workable policy nexus.

Furthermore, we would like to add that the water test should especially be applied to our
financing decisions to maintain coherence with our objectives. There is very little sense in
financing nature protection and restoration while continuing to support projects and activities
that contribute to its degradation and consequentially to the degradation of water resources.

We indeed observe that water tends to be treated as the variable that can be adjusted around
the needs of the other sectors, due to its comparatively low cost compared to energy for
instance. While conserving water affordability for all, there is a clear need for further economic
and regulatory incentives to drive private investments towards water resilience and ensure
that first movers do not end up being penalised.

2. Water efficiency and sobriety should go together
We welcome the strong emphasis on increasing water efficiency globally with a 10% efficiency
gain for 2030 that could go up to 20% for 2040 where necessary.

Together with efficiency, the opinion rightfully identifies the use of alternative water
resources, such as water reuse, as holding a strong potential. We encourage investments and
the deployment of solutions that will cut water waste while increasing water availability.

However, we believe that the EESC should have a more ambitious opinion during the 2026 UN
Water Conference and put a clear emphasis on the very foundation of building a more water
resilient world, which is water sobriety.

Investments on water efficiency and water reuse only make sense if they go along with clear
decisions on our water uses. As certain parts of the world consistently use more water than
they receive, they invest massively in using water more efficiently and resorting to alternative
water sources. The issue is that they are often linked to a rebound effect that ends up
increasing water demand.

As highlighted in the EU Blue Deal and throughout this opinion, many regions of the world,
including Europe, will face dwindling freshwater availability in the following decades.
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To face this reality we will have two choices:

� Deciding together which water uses should be prioritised with the available water
resources we will have, to become more water sober;

� or ignore the necessity of this conversation and condemn ourselves to facing the
consequences of a self-inflicted state of water poverty, with all the social, economic and
environmental consequences it entails.

Both scenarios entail certain sacrifices, but we believe that it is better to choose them as a
society rather than to having them imposed upon us.

To conclude and summarise the above: If the EU, and the world, are to create a “water
smart society”, we should be smart together and have honest reflections involving all
the stakeholders, including young people who will live with the outcomes of the
decisions made today, on the sustainability and the necessity of certain of our water
uses, from the local to the global scale.
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